The Antarctic Treaty itself set Antarctica aside as a place free from military action, as a nuclear free zone and as a place for international scientific collaboration. It also put aside argument and conflict over differing views of Antarctic sovereignty claims. The 1982 Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) was negotiated in a climate of concern about the potential for overexploitation of krill, and it introduced what is now referred to as ecosystem-based management of marine resources, and the establishment of precautionary catch limits. The 1991 Protocol on the Protection of the Antarctic Environment (Madrid Protocol) was negotiated in the wake of eleventh hour action to abandon the minerals convention and establish a comprehensive environmental regime that also imposed an indefinite ban on mineral exploitation.
But international legal regimes are not just the words that are written on paper -they are as much the collective practice of players (the states parties) as they are the black letter of the law. The twelve original signatories to the Antarctic Treaty have been joined by many more nations in the ATS, including, latterly, Panama (CCAMLR), Malaysia (once a vocal opponent of the ATS) and Pakistan. And investments in Antarctic and Southern Ocean research capabilities have seen countries like China and Korea emerge as strong players in the regimes that govern Antarctica and the Southern Ocean. The growing company of Antarctic and Southern Ocean players will bring both opportunities and challenges to the governance of the region.
Climate change will also present the ATS with issues that have not been dealt with before: the opening up of new benthic habitats by the collapse of ice shelves; the migration of species to new areas as a result of changing temperature, salinity or acidification; the need for better estimates of the Antarctica ice-sheet mass balance for sea-level rise projections; more precise understanding of oceanic changes that have global significance, such as the future ability of the ocean to store heat and carbon; and the impacts of these changes on Southern Ocean marine life -including the world's biggest under-exploited fishery, the krill fishery.
Certainly these challenges must be met head on -the climate, and environmental and science services provided by Antarctica and the Southern Ocean are irreplaceable. Having robust and adaptive governance regimes that can respond positively to changing environmental and political circumstances is essential to meet these challenges. 
